
 
 

 
Business for Nature consultation survey Business  
 
This survey will be open until 30 November 2019. It should not take more than 30 minutes.  
Please feel free to answer only the questions you have a specific view on and skip the rest. 
 
 
About Business for Nature 
 
Business for Nature - catalyzing business leadership to drive policy ambition 
 
Business for Nature is a global coalition bringing together influential organizations and forward-
thinking businesses. Together, we demonstrate business action for nature and amplify a powerful 
business voice calling for governments to adopt the necessary policies and targets to reverse nature 
loss.  
 
In 2020, world leaders have a unique opportunity to forge international agreements to reverse nature 
loss. To encourage governments to adopt policies that drive global systemic and transformative 
change, the business community needs to support a set of shared messages and demonstrate that 
safeguarding nature is an economic imperative. 
 
Read more about Business for Nature and join our  ‘Introduction to Business for Nature’ webinar on 
21 November – register here. 

 
About this consultation  
 
Your responses will help us test, prioritize and ensure that our high-level policy asks truly represent 
the inputs of forward-thinking companies from different sectors and geographies, and can help drive 
change. Responses will be aggregated and fed into the next iteration of Business for Nature’s policy 
recommendations, to be released at the World Economic Forum’s meeting in Davos in January 2020.  
 
This consultation is organised in three sections: 

1. Policy: you will be asked to prioritize a number of  policy options.  
2. Commitments: you will be asked to comment on our commitment framework and to identify 

gaps.  
3. Solutions: you will be asked to provide suggestions of solutions to be included in our  future 

business solution library.  
 
Our aim is to create a positive policy feedback-loop by demonstrating business leadership through 
commitments and solutions to encourage governments to adopt ambitious policies. These will then 
unlock new business opportunities and encourage further business actions, in turn leading to more 
ambitious policies.  

https://www.businessfornature.org/
https://www.businessfornature.org/
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/1TlZXhOukuiIyk2Vccdht7J8zix13qVgu40CWXBjKeoY/edit
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/1TlZXhOukuiIyk2Vccdht7J8zix13qVgu40CWXBjKeoY/edit


 
 
 
 
Confidentiality 
Your responses to this survey are confidential and will not be shared publicly. Responses will be 
aggregated and shared in non-attributed form with the partner organizations of the coalition. Key 
insights provided by individual respondents will not be shared beyond the Business for Nature 
secretariat without your written consent. All data will be stored in compliance with EU data privacy 
regulation (GDPR) requirements. 
 
 
 
START OF THE SURVEY 
 
Before we start, tell us more about you 
 
Organization name: ……………………………………………………………………………… 
 
Are you of representative of:  
□ Business: SME 
□ Business: Large 
□ Business: Associations 
□ Academia / science 
□ Government 
□ NGO 
□ Other (please specify): _____________________ 
 
If you are a business:  



Sector:  
□ Apparel 
□ Built Environment 
□ Chemicals 
□ Commercial & Professional Services 
□ Consumer Products 
□ Energy & Utilities 
□ Finance 
□ Food, Beverage, Agribusiness, & Fisheries 
□ Health Care 
□ Hospitality & Tourism 
□ Information Technology 
□ Mining & Metals 
□ Paper & Forest Products 
□ Retail 
□ Transportation & Mobility 
□ Other: ……………………………………………………………………………………….. 
 
Main geographies of operations: 
□ Europe 
□ South America 
□ North America 
□ Africa 
□ Asia 
□ Pacific 
 
Location of your headquarters: ………………………………………………………….. 
 
Your name: ………………………………………………………………………………………. 
 
Department: 
□ sustainability  
□ communications and public affairs,  
□ sales and merchandising 
□ operations 
□ other ………………………………………………………………… 
 
Position: …………………………………………………………………….. 
 
Email address: …………………………………………………………………………………. 
 
Would you like to be added to our newsletter mailing list? 
□ Yes  
□ No  
□ Please also include my colleagues: ……………………………………………………………………………………………… 

 
 

  



Section 1 – Policy recommendations to governments  

This section seeks your input to help shape the policy recommendations to governments that Business 
for Nature will advance throughout 2020. Your responses will help build on our existing policy position 
and help us to call for the most urgent and impactful policies governments should adopt in 2020.  
 

This section will ask you to prioritize policy options grouped under ten categories (in 10 questions): 

1. Adoption of policy strategies promoting sustainable use of natural resources by business  
2. Adoption of  nature targets based on science to reverse the loss of nature by 2030  
3. A shift in the current food production and consumption system  
4. Adoption of incentive mechanisms to accelerate business action for nature 
5. Adoption of regulatory changes to accelerate business action for nature 
6. Adoption of facilitation measures to accelerate business solutions for nature  
7. Promotion of climate nature-based solutions  

8. Improvement of the policy framework coherence  

9. Improvement of data availability on the impacts and dependencies of business on nature  

10. Increase in nature-related financing from public and private sources  

 

At the end of the survey we will ask you to identify the top five policy categories that you believe 

Business for Nature should bring forward to governments in 2020. 

 

Question 1: Which of the following options would benefit from having policy strategies promoting 
sustainable use of natural resources by business ?  
 
Please select a maximum of three options  
 
□ Different biomes (land, ocean and freshwater) 

 
□ Food production and consumption (including food loss and waste) 

 
□ Energy production and consumption  

 
□ Cities and urban areas 

 
□ Research and innovation contributing to nature  

 
□ Measuring and valuing the environmental footprint of products, services, companies and 

countries 
 
 

Comments (optional):  
 
Please share any other comments or indicate any additional specific areas that would benefit from 
having a policy strategy (maximum 100 words) 
……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………… 

 

http://www.businessfornature.org/policy
http://www.businessfornature.org/policy


 
Question 2: What type of nature targets, based on science, to reverse the loss of nature by 2030  
would help enhance business action for nature?  

Business for Nature calls on government to adopt ambitious targets, based on science, that can 
collectively halt the loss of nature by 2030, for the benefit of people and their livelihoods, delivered 
through clear and coherent policies that ensure that: 

● Natural areas are protected, restored and connected for the benefit of nature and people;  
● Productive ecosystems and landscapes are managed using science-based targets which 

enhance nature and secure livelihoods; and 
● Man-made environments are re-diversified and re-natured and high-intensity activities are 

prioritized in those areas to avoid transforming other landscapes. 
 
Please select a maximum of three options  
 
□  Targets to protect, enhance and sustainably use a certain percentage of natural areas 
Natural areas: areas without economic production functions that are regulatory protected habitats on 
land or sea 
 
□ Targets to enhance and sustainably use a certain percentage of productive areas 
Productive areas: areas on land or sea that have a primary or secondary economic production function, 
such as agriculture or forestry 
 
□ Targets to enhance and re-diversify a certain percentage of man-made environments 
Man-made environments: areas where nature is largely removed, such as cities, infrastructure and 
industrial areas 
 
□ Targets to reduce the conversion of natural areas to productive areas 
Conversion: changes to land use from natural areas (virgin) to productive areas for agriculture, forestry, 
industry, infrastructure, urban areas, etcetera. 
 
□ Targets to reduce the ecological footprint of products 
Ecological footprint of products: the impact that a product has on nature during its entire life-cycle. 
 
□ Targets to reduce the ecological footprint of companies 
Ecological footprint of companies: the impact that a company and its supply-chain have on nature.  
 
Comments (optional):  
 
Please share any other comments or indicate any additional targets that would be beneficial.  
Please also indicate here if you are strongly opposed to a proposed option.  (maximum 100 words): 
………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………… 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Question 3: Which of the following policy options would be most effective in promoting a shift of 
the current food production and consumption system? (skip if non-applicable to your business)  
 
Food production and consumption in the context of a growing global population is one of the biggest 
drivers of nature loss. At the same time, there are growing pressures on food security and pressures 
on food resources in many parts of the world   
 
Please select a maximum of three options 
 
□ A policy target and strategy to halve food loss and waste  

 
□ A policy strategy to reorient agricultural priorities from producing high quantities of food to 

producing higher quality and healthier food in a sustainably intensified way 
 

□ A policy strategy that promotes the inclusion of pricing mechanisms reflecting impacts on nature 
of food production to guide markets as well as agricultural subsidies 
 

□ A policy strategy that promotes dietary shifts away from overconsumption in countries where 
this is an issue 
 

□ A policy strategy that promotes a transition towards regenerative agriculture  
 

□ A policy strategy that promotes circular and resource efficient food production and land use 
systems  
 

 
Comments:  
 
Please share any other comments or indicate any additional specific targets and policies.  
Please also indicate here if you are strongly opposed to a proposed option. (maximum 100 words): 
……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………… 
 

 

Background information for the next questions  

Business for Nature calls for a transformation of the current economic and financial systems by 
encouraging governments and regulatory bodies to adopt coherent incentive mechanisms and 
regulations that promote the conservation, restoration and sustainable use of nature.  

The next three questions seek your input to prioritise the policy options that would most effectively 
support the transformation of the current economic and financial systems. 

 
Question 4: Which incentive mechanisms to accelerate business action for nature would be most 

effective?   

Incentive mechanisms in the current economic and financial systems do not always promote 
conservation, restoration and sustainable use of nature, but rather favor short-term decision making 
that is not always aligned with long-term sustainability. 
 
Please select a maximum of three options  



 
□ Promote 100% sustainable public procurements to reward companies that take nature’s  impacts 

and dependencies into account.  
 

□ Provide incentives to natural resources managers to maintain and enhance the provision of 
valuable ecosystem services (i.e. payment for ecosystem services) 
 

□ Apply tax measures to the use of natural resources  
 

□ Develop market and pricing mechanisms on the value of natural resources that reward those 
that can clearly show a net positive impact on nature 
  

□ Promote and implement Natural Capital true cost assessment and accounting to represent true 
value as the basis for prices in the market 
 

□ Impose sustainable  guidelines and net environmental gain requirements for infrastructures 
development 

 
Comments (optional): 
Please share any other comments or indicate any additional policies  
Please also indicate here if you are strongly opposed to a proposed option. (maximum 100 words): 
……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………… 
 

 

Question 5: Which regulatory changes to accelerate business action for nature would be most 

effective? 

 
Please select a maximum of three options. 
 
 
□ Adopt regulations to ensure markets and value chains transparency of the impact and 

dependencies on nature   
 

□ Strengthen companies reporting obligations in order to take account of, report on and properly 
manage impacts and dependencies of nature 
 

□ Establish a task force for nature-related financial disclosures to develop guidance on how to embed 
financially relevant information on impacts and dependencies of natural capital into corporate 
accounts (to mirror and complement the Task Force for Climate-Related Financial Disclosures) 

 
□ Implement mandatory requirements for  natural capital assessment and accounting  

 
□ Adopt full transparency on environmentally harmful subsidies and commit to phase them out 

  
□ Transform the financial system by including nature-related financial risks (like has been done for 

climate change - TCFD) in the mandate for financial regulators and consequently in financial 
regulations 

 
Comments (optional): 
Please share any other comments or indicate any additional policies  



Please also indicate here if you are strongly opposed to a proposed option. (maximum 100 words): 
……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………… 
 

 

Question 6: Which facilitation measures to accelerate business solutions for nature would be most 

effective? 

 
It is important to achieve transformational change, collective and inclusive learning. Governments can 
support and promote this through facilitation of stakeholder engagement and capacity building 
efforts.  
 
Please select a maximum of three options  
 
□ Include private sector commitments and actions in national commitments for nature 

 
□ Promote and support further harmonization of methodologies to include the value of nature in 

decision making processes 
 

□ Support first movers in developing solutions, e.g. by promoting innovation and support developing 
tools and methods to take into account dependencies and impacts on nature in product 
development  
 

□ Promote and support sharing and collective implementation of best practices, by sectors,  through 
facilitation and support of Communities of Practice, toolkits, etc.  
 

□ Promote more cooperation and exchange of information relevant to conservation and mitigation 
of biodiversity loss between scientists, businesses and other relevant stakeholders 
 

□ Support SMEs financially and/or otherwise to give them the capacity to implement raised 

standards through entire value chains  

 
Comments (optional): 
Please share any other comments or indicate any additional policies  
Please also indicate here if you are strongly opposed to a proposed option. (maximum 100 words): 
……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………… 
 

 

Question 7: Which policy options would help to most effectively promote nature-based solutions 

for climate change mitigation and adaptation, and help to address nature loss?  

Nature-Based Solutions are defined by IUCN as “actions to protect, sustainably manage, and restore 

natural or modified ecosystems, that address societal challenges effectively and adaptively, 

simultaneously providing human well-being and biodiversity benefits”. 

 

Please select a maximum of three options. 

 



□ Mainstream NBS within national governance, climate action and climate policy-related 
instruments (including NDCs, Adaptation communications, long-term low greenhouse gas 
emission development strategies, spatial planning, national development plans, business plans) 
 

□ Enhance regional and international cooperation around NBS in ways that encourage ambition, 
transparency and environmental integrity (e.g. by forming synergies with regional and 
international development cooperation agendas and initiatives that help deliver on SDGs) 
 

□ Adapt domestic and international governance and finance to facilitate the implementation of NBS 
 

□ Implement financial mechanisms to support NBS. 
 

□ Make NBS a mandatory option to be taken into account in project developments at national and 
sub-national levels (i.e. infrastructures, water management…)   
 

□ Increase public and private funding for NBS investment; promoting green finance and innovative 
incentive measures to promote NBS 

 
 
Comments (optional): 
Please share any other comments or indicate any additional policies  
Please also indicate here if you are strongly opposed to a proposed option. (maximum 100 words): 
……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………… 
 
 
Question 8: Which policy options would be most effective to help improve the coherence of policy 
frameworks?  

Please select a maximum of three options  

Coherently integrate and harmonise decisions under key UN conventions on biodiversity, oceans, 
desertification and climate and the United Nations Sustainable Development Goals by recognising the 
interrelations and dependencies of the development, climate and nature agendas.  
 
 
□ Integrate and mainstream the consideration of nature into national economic and financial policy 

as well as in the mandates of national Ministries of Economy and Finance and national financial 
sector regulatory bodies 
 

□ Integrate and mainstream the consideration of nature into development aid policy 
 

□ Integrate and mainstream the consideration of nature into national sectoral policies, such as 
agriculture, forestry, infrastructure, innovation, education. 
 

□ Ensure that procurement rules and investment decisions for infrastructure projects consider 
impacts on nature according to the land use and zoning 

 
□ Integrate the consideration of nature into the mandate of national and international financial 

bodies  
 



□ Appoint a Global Commission for Economy and the Environment - akin to the Global Commission 

on the Economy and Climate (GCEC) - to examine the economic system reforms needed and drive 

their implementation 

□ Promote linkage of Climate NDCs with National Biodiversity Strategic Action Plans (NBSAPs) 

 
Comments (optional): 
Please share any other comments or indicate any additional policies  
Please also indicate here if you are strongly opposed to a proposed option. (maximum 100 words): 
……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………… 
 

Question 9: Which policy options would help improve data availability on the impacts and 

dependencies of business on nature?  

 
Please select a maximum of three options  
 
□ Improve insights into societal impacts and dependencies on natural capital at national scale by 

establishing national natural capital accounts on the basis of the UN-SEEA framework  
 

□ Promote adaptive governance and management by linking natural capital accounts to economic 
accounts 
 

□ Embed nature into public finance reporting/tracking frameworks  
 

□ Adopt metrics of economic performance that go beyond GDP (at global and national level) to 
improve information on natural capital and trade-offs between natural capital, financial capital 
and other capitals 
 

□ Establish a dashboard of indicators on natural, social and financial capital, to guide government 
investments and decisions to achieve the SDGs 
 

□ Integrate natural capital and biodiversity in the set of indicators for tracking progress on 
achieving the SDGs 
 

 
Comments (optional): 
Please share any other comments or indicate any additional policies  
Please also indicate here if you are strongly opposed to a proposed option. (maximum 100 words): 
……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………… 
 

 
Question 10: Which potential policy options would help increase nature-related financing from 

public and private sources? 

 
Please select a maximum of three options 
 
□ Scale up and align public finance to safeguard nature and promote its sustainable use 

 



□ Scale up and align private finance to safeguard nature and promote its sustainable use  
 

□ Develop and implement blended finance schemes that align public and private funds for nature 
 

□ Establish a new financing mechanism under the Global Environment Facility  
 

□ National/International: Promote the development and use of Green Bonds to fund 
transformational change for nature. 
 

□ Ensure financing mechanisms are supportive of and incentivise sustainable use and conservation 
approaches by businesses 
 

 
Comments (optional): 
Please share any other comments or indicate any additional policies  
Please also indicate here if you are strongly opposed to a proposed option. (maximum 100 words): 
……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………… 
 

NEW PAGE 

Defining the overall priorities 

The 10 previous questions identified general policy options to address nature loss. To ensure that 
Business for Nature is calling for the most urgent and impactful policies, we now ask that you identify 
your top priorities out of the 10 categories.  
 
If the categories are unclear, please refer to the questions above that give examples of what could be 
included under these categories.  
 
 
Question: Which of the following policy categories do you consider to be the most important for 
business to call for in 2020.  
 
Please rank your top five choices (1 being your top priority)    
 
Adopt policy strategies promoting sustainable use of natural resources by business (question 1)  
Adopt nature targets based on science to reverse the loss of nature by 2030 (question 2) 
Shift the current food production and consumption system (question 3) 
Adopt incentive mechanisms to accelerate business action for nature (question 4) 
Adopt regulatory changes to accelerate business action for nature (question 5) 
Adopt facilitation measures to accelerate business solutions for nature (question 6) 
Promote nature-based solutions for climate change mitigation and adaptation (question 7) 

Improve the coherence of the policy framework and the linkage of the issues of climate, nature, food 

and health, and livelihoods and (question 8) 

Improve the availability of data and information on the impacts and dependencies of business on 

nature (question 9) 

Increase nature-related financing from public and private sources (question 10) 

 
□ Other, namely ……………………………………………………………………………………………………………… 
 

  



Section 2 – Commitments 

Business for Nature seeks to identify the most impactful business commitment platforms through which 
businesses set targets or commit to reduce their environmental footprint. By connecting these different 
efforts, signposting these platforms, and recognizing participating companies, Business for Nature can 
demonstrate the broad momentum and a business case for action.  

We also aim to help companies that want to set new commitments navigate the landscape of 
commitment options by presenting a framework to interpret how they fit into the wider context. As such 
we currently categorize commitment platforms according to two characteristics:  

1. Which biomes they relate to e.g. land, fresh water or oceans. This categorisation helps companies 
and policy makers understand how targets relate to the physical world.  

2. Whether they relate to protecting natural areas, sustainably managing productive landscapes or 
restoring man-made environments (such as cities or degraded land). This categorisation helps 
companies and policy makers understand how targets relate to the type of interventions and 
policy frameworks that apply to the state of the environment. 

Business for Nature would appreciate your input on our current commitment frameworks: 

 

 

Question 1 - Are we missing any key internationally relevant commitment platforms through which 

companies can set targets/commitments to reduce their footprint on nature? 

…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………… 

https://www.businessfornature.org/commitments
https://www.businessfornature.org/commitments


 

Question 2 - In a future iteration we aim to also describe where regional or sectoral commitment 

frameworks would fit into our mapping. Please indicate if there are key sectoral, national or regional 

commitment platforms that we should signpost to?  

…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………… 

…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………… 

 

Question 3 - What is your overall feedback on the commitment framework? Is there anything that 

could be changed to make it easier for you to use in setting, or signing up to, commitments? 

…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………… 

…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………… 

 

Section 3 – Solutions 

Setting commitments is just a step on companies’ sustainability journey that has to result in action.  

Business for Nature is building a library of solutions that will showcase how businesses are already 

acting and to help more companies identify the actions that they can take to achieve their 

commitments for nature. By aggregating these solutions Business for Nature would be able to convey 

the scale of action to policy makers that need to be convinced of the economic imperative to act on 

nature. 

To help companies understand how various solutions relate to commitment platforms we propose to 

categorise the library of solutions under the same framework than the commitment platforms:  

1. The biomes they relate to e.g. land, fresh water or oceans.  
2. Whether they relate to protecting natural areas, sustainably managing productive landscapes or 

restoring man-made environments.  

This section seeks your input in identifying impactful solution platforms and/or initiatives that companies 
are engaged with. Note that companies will be able to submit solutions beyond this consultation 
timeframe.   

These could be in the form of any of the following: 

● Working through operations and value chains 
● Leading landscape level collaboration 
● Driving systemic change through their business models 
● Recommending and promoting policy changes 

 

Question 1 - Is it helpful to categorise company solutions according to these elements and if not 

would you propose a different approach? 



 

………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………… 

…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………… 

…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………… 

 

Question 2 - Is your company involved in, or aware of solutions that we should add to our library of 

solutions? 

…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………… 

 
Thank you for your valuable participation. 
 
For further engagement opportunities with Business for Nature, please visit the ‘Engage’ page of our 
website and register for our news updates. 

https://www.businessfornature.org/engage
https://www.businessfornature.org/engage
https://www.businessfornature.org/newsletter
https://www.businessfornature.org/newsletter

